
Thanks for supporting Bread Uprising!  
Read this “Zine” for more information 
about who we are, and, in this issue, a new co-
operative grocery store in Greensboro!

Panadería 'Bread Uprising' Bakery
Bread Uprising ,LLC
816 Yancey Street

Durham, NC 27701
www.breaduprising.org
breaduprising@resist.ca

designed April 26, 2013; 5:12pm

What is Bread Uprising?
Bread Uprising is a community bakery in 
Durham, NC, rooted in queer, people of 
color, and working class communities. We 
are a cooperative. Workers and members 
make decisions together about what 
happens in the bakery.

We’re trying to build new ways for people 
to support each other and get the food 

that they need. Besides selling bread, we 
have a membership program where 
members receive bread specific to their 
needs on weekly basis. Members don’t pay 
a fixed price. They contribute what they 
have in abundance to sustaining the 
bakery, and take leadership in the bakery. 
To sign up or find out more, visit 
www.breaduprising.org 

¿Qué es la Panadería 
'Bread Uprising'?

Panadería ‘Bread Uprising’ (Pan Subiendo o 
Pan en Reveulta, en Ingles) es una 
panadería comunitaria en Durham, NC. 
Somos arraigado en comunidades queer, 
de gente de color, y de la clase obrera.

Somos una cooperativa – trabajadores y 
socixs toman deciciones juntxs de lo que 
hacemos en la panadería.

Tenemos una programa de pan semanal
en que cada socix contrbuye lo que pueda 
y recibe el pan que quiera y/o necesite. Si 
quiere inscribirse, o para más informacíon, 
visita a www.breaduprising.org. 

Art representing Bread Uprising, made by Manju 
Rajendran at our first member assembly in 2010.

Our delicious shortbread cookies with strawberry jam 
filling.  Look out for our Mother's Day bake sale where 
we'll be baking flower-shaped linzer cookies, strawberry 
cheesecake, and gluten-free lemon pound cakes!  Please 
visit our website for more information.
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A new co-op grocery in Greensboro!
by Marnie Thompson, F4DC

In 1998, the Winn-Dixie grocery store on Phillips 
Avenue in Northeast Greensboro closed, despite 
being profitable, when the company began to 
reposition itself across the Southeast. Since that 
time, the surrounding community surrounding 
remained without a full service grocery store 
capable of meeting its needs. People had to go 
several miles to shop at a full-service store, a 
particular hardship in this area because many 
residents do not have cars. 
The shopping center was eventually purchased by 
the City of Greensboro. Yet even with the City 
trying its best, no chain or other grocery invested 
in that location. After nearly 15 years of searching
for a grocery store to locate in their neighbor-
hood, community members took action 
themselves. 

In the summer of 2012, members of the 
community and staff from the Fund for 

Democratic Communities (F4DC) held 
exploratory meetings with city staff to explore the 
potential for launching a community-owned 
grocery store at the Bessemer Center. More 
community leaders joined these discussions, and 
in August of 2012 a group of people from the 
neighborhood piled into vans and headed to 
Burlington, North Carolina. They spent several 
hours at Company Shops Market, a community-
owned cooperative grocery store right in heart of 
downtown Burlington, an area that had previously
been largely deserted by businesses. Company 

Shops market has sparked a continuing revival of 
Burlington's downtown. After touring the store 
and eating some great food, the Greensboro group
met with the store’s general manager, Chris 
Bartlett, and their board secretary, Eric Henry. 
This wonderful afternoon led to a group of folks 
committed to meeting again about opening a 
community-owned grocery store on Phillips 
Avenue.

These meetings eventually led to the formation of 
the Renaissance Coop Committee (RCC), which 
has this mission: To create a democratically 
owned and controlled grocery store in Northeast 
Greensboro that provides all of Greensboro with 
healthy foods at affordable price, and has a 
commitment to locally sourced foods, community
education, and dignified jobs.

RCC members began educating themselves about 
the responsibilities and benefits of community-
ownership of a grocery store. For example, a 
group of RCC members traveled to Bloomington, 

Indiana for a three day intensive workshop put on
by the Food Coop Initiative. There, they studied 
all aspects of launching and sustaining a 
cooperative grocery store, including membership, 
democratic governance, financing, and more.

With the technical assistance of F4DC, the RCC 
developed detailed financial projections (available
on the RCC website: renaissancecoop.com), 
commissioned a professional market study, and 
began reaching out to the community to build an 
engaged, informed base of members. The RCC is 
now in negotiations with the City of Greensboro 
to obtain a lease on a space in the to-be-renovated
Bessemer Center, now re-christened as the 
Renaissance Center. In the last few weeks, the 
RCC has been offered a "home" at the Renaissance
Center in each of the two proposals the City is 
looking at as it considers the future uses of the 
Center. We still lots to do--including raising over 
1,000 memberships and $2 million, but we have a 
great plan and we're on our way! 

For more info: http://renaissancecoop.com/

RCC members visiting Company Shops Market in 
Burlington, NC

A new co-op grocery in Greensboro!
by Marnie Thompson, F4DC

In 1998, the Winn-Dixie grocery store on Phillips 
Avenue in Northeast Greensboro closed, despite 
being profitable, when the company began to 
reposition itself across the Southeast. Since that 
time, the surrounding community surrounding 
remained without a full service grocery store 
capable of meeting its needs. People had to go 
several miles to shop at a full-service store, a 
particular hardship in this area because many 
residents do not have cars. 
The shopping center was eventually purchased by 
the City of Greensboro. Yet even with the City 
trying its best, no chain or other grocery invested 
in that location. After nearly 15 years of searching
for a grocery store to locate in their neighbor-
hood, community members took action 
themselves. 

In the summer of 2012, members of the 
community and staff from the Fund for 

Democratic Communities (F4DC) held 
exploratory meetings with city staff to explore the 
potential for launching a community-owned 
grocery store at the Bessemer Center. More 
community leaders joined these discussions, and 
in August of 2012 a group of people from the 
neighborhood piled into vans and headed to 
Burlington, North Carolina. They spent several 
hours at Company Shops Market, a community-
owned cooperative grocery store right in heart of 
downtown Burlington, an area that had previously
been largely deserted by businesses. Company 

Shops market has sparked a continuing revival of 
Burlington's downtown. After touring the store 
and eating some great food, the Greensboro group
met with the store’s general manager, Chris 
Bartlett, and their board secretary, Eric Henry. 
This wonderful afternoon led to a group of folks 
committed to meeting again about opening a 
community-owned grocery store on Phillips 
Avenue.

These meetings eventually led to the formation of 
the Renaissance Coop Committee (RCC), which 
has this mission: To create a democratically 
owned and controlled grocery store in Northeast 
Greensboro that provides all of Greensboro with 
healthy foods at affordable price, and has a 
commitment to locally sourced foods, community
education, and dignified jobs.

RCC members began educating themselves about 
the responsibilities and benefits of community-
ownership of a grocery store. For example, a 
group of RCC members traveled to Bloomington, 

Indiana for a three day intensive workshop put on
by the Food Coop Initiative. There, they studied 
all aspects of launching and sustaining a 
cooperative grocery store, including membership, 
democratic governance, financing, and more.

With the technical assistance of F4DC, the RCC 
developed detailed financial projections (available
on the RCC website: renaissancecoop.com), 
commissioned a professional market study, and 
began reaching out to the community to build an 
engaged, informed base of members. The RCC is 
now in negotiations with the City of Greensboro 
to obtain a lease on a space in the to-be-renovated
Bessemer Center, now re-christened as the 
Renaissance Center. In the last few weeks, the 
RCC has been offered a "home" at the Renaissance
Center in each of the two proposals the City is 
looking at as it considers the future uses of the 
Center. We still lots to do--including raising over 
1,000 memberships and $2 million, but we have a 
great plan and we're on our way! 

For more info: http://renaissancecoop.com/

RCC members visiting Company Shops Market in 
Burlington, NC


